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TRIALMONSTER USER MANUAL

ABOUT… 

T rialMonster is a suite of web and smartphone apps developed over a number of 
years with the intention of providing a simple, user-friendly means of entering, 
processing and displaying scores and results for observed motorcycle trials. 

Having developed a semi-automated system using Microsoft Excel, its limitations  
quickly became apparent. As a result of this, the decision was taken in 2017 to attempt 
to develop a simple online system using the Open Source Joomla framework. Since 
that time, both the system and the framework have developed and been extended to 
include a number of additional features including results and scoring apps for both 
Apple and Android smartphones. 
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FEATURES 
trialmonster.uk  - this website was the initial development and lies at the heart of the 
system.  It allows trial details and scores to be entered using a standard home 
computer and keyboard with an internet connection. Result calculation and 
publication is completed at the push of a button. Following publication, amendments 
can be easily be made - to take care of errors, changes of class etc - simply and 
quickly with the results pages updating automatically. 

TrialMonster - the app - is available for both Android and iOS smartphones and 
currently features both results and future trials listings. The results view shows an 
abbreviated listing for each class. Riders’ individual section scores can be viewed by 
touching the rider’s list item. Details of future trials are provided in a separate listing 
with a link to the smartphone’s Maps app for navigation. 

ScoreMonster - a separate app for both Android and iOS is intended as a replacement 
for traditional observer scorecards and can record section scores entered by an 
observer. Once stored, these scores can be uploaded to the trialmonster.uk system or 
emailed to any email address. 

ABOUT THE DEVELOPER 
Alex Sykes is a retired former Head of Computer Sciences at the British International 
School of Jeddah. In this role, he was responsible for managing and teaching in a large  
teaching department providing both ICT and Computer Science classes for 12 to 18 
year olds. In this role, the importance of considering the needs of the user was always 
the main factor in any successful development. In retirement, Alex took up the sport of 
motorcycle trials and still regularly wobbles his way around Easy courses.  
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TRIALMONSTER.UK - THE WEBSITE 
Initially, the website was intended to provide a simple, user-friendly system for 
entering trial details and scores with automatic results calculation, publishing and 
display. Currently, additional features have been added allowing display of future trial 
listings and details, production of ACU-compliant regulations and an event entry 
system. Future development planned include event payments. 

PUBLIC VIEWS 

Main page - Listing of past trials 
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Results page
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Future trial listings
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 Future trial detail
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DATA ENTRY VIEWS 

 

Logged-in users with an Editor account will see additional icons indicating the trial’s 
status. Clicking on an eye icon will take the user to a data entry page. Unsurprisingly, a 
padlock icon indicates that the data entry for that trial is locked. 

SECTION SCORE ENTRY 

  

This view presents the user with a score grid with the same format as the observer 
score sheet. A number of different formats are available - in this case, a standard 
layout with five columns of 25 rows.  
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Data entry is best accomplished using an extended keyboard with a number pad and, 
with practice, scores can be entered quickly and easily.  

Scores are entered exactly as on the score card then clicking to Tab key to move to the 
next input box.  

Where no score is shown for a riding number, simply tab to the next box. 

if the scoresheet indicates missing scores, only enter the scores which are shown - 
hitting the Save button will complete missing scores with an ‘x’. 

If a section is omitted for one group of riders, enter a lower case ‘o’ as the score.  

Sections scores are saved by clicking on the Save button which returns the user to the 
Section score grid view.  

RESULT PUBLISHING 
Although individual results can be amended later, publishing locks the scoring grid so 
this is a once-only operation and it is worthwhile to check for obvious data entry errors 
and omissions.

 

If any scores are missing or obviously incorrect, clicking on the relevant section 
number above the table will reopen the scoresheet and allow changes to be made. 

When all section scores have been entered and checked, the trial result can be 
published by clicking the Publish button. There may be a slight delay while a great 
amount of data processed but then the Result page will appear.  

Score grid - What happened to rider 75’s score on section 9?
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RESULT EDITING 

 

Once results have been entered, it is still possible to make changes by clicking on the 
Edit link and making changes in the Edit Result screen.

 

Hitting the Save button updates the result and returns you to the Result page. 
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ADMINISTRATOR VIEWS 

MY TRIALS 

 
From the main page, click on the My Stuff menu / Trials. Previously added trials are 
listed and can be edited from here. ACU-compliant Supplementary Regulations can 
also be seen, copied and pasted into a Word document by clicking on the appropriate 
eye symbol. 

ADD A NEW TRIAL 
The New Trial screen displays a collection of different views where you can add the 
details of your event. A box with an asterisk (*) indicates where some response is 
required. Everything can be edited later so, if you are unsure, enter some data such as 
‘TBA’ so that your event can be saved.  
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The initial screen stores the basic details of the trial. A list of venues has links to full 
details of previously used venues which can be selected. There is also a box to add a 
new venue if it is not listed. See Add a New Venue to store these detail for future use. 

In the Trial tab, select the course and classes for your trial. If your trial has a time 
element, click the Has time penalty checkbox and fill the details. 
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The Entries tab stores the data as shown above. Checkboxes for Online entry, Limited 
Entry and Closing dates show data entry boxes for the appropriate data when 
checked. 

The Scoring tab - only the Stop permitted / Non-stop selection is used for Regs - the 
other selections can be made following the trial. 
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Finally, the Regulations tab stores details required for the Supplementary Regulations 
and has a text editor for additional notes. 

Hitting the Save button at any stage saves the details so that they can be edited later.  
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COMING UP… 
Once saved, full detail can be seen publicly on the Coming up… page 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 
Supplementary Regulations can be seen My Trials page and copied and pasted into a 
document for approval. 
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MY VENUES 

 

From the main page, click on the My Stuff menu / Venues. Previously added venues 
are listed and can be edited from here. 
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ADD A NEW VENUE 
The New Venue screen displays a form where you can add the details of the venue. A 
box with an asterisk (*) indicates where some response is required. Everything can be 
edited later so, if you are unsure, enter some data such as ‘TBA’ so that your event can 
be saved. 

  

Complete as much detail as you know - add a ‘TBA’ where details are not known. For 
your riders, the most important detail is the Directions and, if know them. there is a 
box for latitude and longitude.  

Existing venues from the list can also be updated as necessary.
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